BALLYNEAL, ARCHITECT TOM DOAK'S
CREATION IN THE EASTERN
COLORADO SANDHILLS,

PORTENDS TO TURN THE WEE TOWN
OF HOLYOKE INTO A GOLF MECCA

BY DAVID R. HOLLAND

ISPY, GOLDEN natve grass waves on
a wild prairie framed by colossal sand-
hills. Ribbons of green grass roll up a

draw defined by serrated edges that on occasion
funnel into blown-out bunkers that mimic the nat-
ural erosion that has occurred over millennia. The
wind swirls and howls, blowing as if off a shoreline.
Nary a tree dots the landscape. The fairways are fast,
firm and as naturally rumpled as an unmade bed

It’s a tableau that gets every golf purists heart
racing—one that suggests the way the game has
been played for centuries in the British Isles.

But this 1sn't Machrihanish or Carnoustie. It's
not even Sand Hills Golf Club, the famed “mini-
malist” course near Mullen, Neb., to which Colo-
radoans make five-hour pilgrimages.

“Nope,” says Rupert O'Neal of Holyoke, located
on Colorado’s northeastern plains. “This is Ballyneal.”

Sometime next summer Coloradoans are going
to have their own links layout, playing through tow-
ering sand dunes—some rising 70 feet in the un-
spoiled, pure clean air west of the Nebraska border.

Ballyneal, a combination of the Irish word
“bally,” loosely meaning “town”, and Neal, for
O'Neal, 15 the dream of the O'Neal brothers,

Rupert and Jim, who grew up in Holyoke, descen-
dants of a farming family. Their vision is to create a

4
singular golf experience in Colorado and to stimu- H
late an economy with 75 to 80 non-agricultural i
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jobs. An existing upland-bird hunting club, which g

Rupert founded, will add to the club’s uniqueness.
Rupert says the idea to build the course origi-

nated when Jim, who's now 37 and currently the ;)
head golf professional at the Meadow Club in Mar- X
in County, Calif., was in high school and told his 2
family that the land where local cattle grazed would {
be ideal for an old-style golf course. “We ignored 8
him at the time," says Rupert. “But the idea flour- H

ished the more we watched British Opens on TV
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